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MEMORIAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH
MISSION STATEMENT

Memorial Christian Church is called to
celebrate and share God’s presence and grace
as revealed through the life, teachings, death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

We are called to understand the needs
of our congregation, community and
world...and to respond with a loving and
nurturing ministry of witness and service to
all people.

after service

10:30am
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Tues, Thurs, Fri.

CoffeeFdlowship

OfficeHours;




UJIMA (Collective Work and Responsibility)
November 2009

Throughout our lives, wetak about and hear about love. We are
taught, and also discover for ourselves, that the power of love
exceeds nearly every human emotion. Nations and corporations
have been built and destroyed on the basis, and asthe result of love
or thelossof love. Loveis, inbrief, aBIG DEAL.

Thereasonthat | amwriting about lovetoday isthat we may have
left too little room for the impact of love, in our expectations of
each other. | believethat we allow our personal understandings of
loveto limit how much we respect and consider the waysthat
otherslove, and whom or what they love. It seemsthat we know so
much about it that we have shut off further understanding, asif we
haveit al figured out.

Oneof thewaysthat | have been ableto discover and experiencean
unconventional view of love hasbeen in ministering to pet owners.
Since comingto MCC, | have had asmany occasionsto be present
with those who have mourned the loss of a pet aswith those who
mourned ahuman loved one. Thegrieving hasvaried, from person
to person, but hasalwaysbeen clearly real. Some people, including
some of my colleagues, would claim that love of a pet isnot real
love and that ministering to those who mourn the loss of them
trivializesREAL love.

A common claimisthat loveisof persons, rather than things.
Nearly all of ushave been said to love something that isinanimate,
but we tend to prefer to claim that the love isactually for some
human relationship that isfacilitated by thesethings. Our cars
transport our friends. Our houses contain our families. Still, some
places and things touch so many relationshipsthat they can not be
fully named. At timeslikethat, wefind it easier, and maybe more
accurate, to say | lovethisschool, | lovethiscountry, | lovethis
church.

_ New Beginnings Report
ADDITIONAL PAGE
% This page should be included
with Memorial Christian
Church’sNew Beginnings
Assessment Report. At the time of assessment, the church
did not provide current data about financial expenditures.
Because of that, the information listed on page 27 of the
assessment report reflects expenses from 2006. Since the
time of the assessment, the church has sent corrected and

up-to-date information about church expenses. This
information isreflected in the table bel ow.

Current Operating Budget - 2008

% ofexp % Recommended

Salary support $105,365 71.64% 50.0%
Building/office $27,900 18.97% 25.0%
Program $4,530 3.08% 15.0%
Mission $9,279 6.31% 10.0%

TOTAL EXPENSE  $147,074

The figures shown above reflect actual expenses from the
2008 church budget year. Please include thisinformation
with the New BeginningsAssessment report.
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Reflections on the Great Communion

Sunday, October 4, wasagloriousday inthelifeof Memoria Christian
Church. Not only did welaunch Ministry Appreciation Monthinour
morning worship, we also celebrated the 40" anniversary of theordination
of Jon Lacey, Regiona Minister for the Interim, ashewas our preacher of
theday.

Jon’ssermon, highlighting Thomas Campbell’s Declaration and Address,
provided ahelpful historical context for the celebration of the Great
Communion later that day. 1nhisdocument, Campbell putsforth 13
propositionsthat speak as cogently to our post-modern world asthey must
haveto hiscontemporaries. Thefirstisprobably the most familiar—*that
the Church of Christ upon earthisessentidly, intentionaly, and
congtitutionally one.” Another lamentsthat “division among the Christiansis
ahorridevil, fraught withmany evils.”

On thisWorldwide Communion Sunday, Jon and severa of usMCC' ers
asotraveled intheafternoon to the Rochester Hills Church of Christ. We
joined acongregation of afew hundred to celebrate the Great Communion.
Participants camefrom thethree strands of the Stone-Campbell
movement—from our host congregation, from Disciplescongregationsin
Hint and Saginaw and Detroit, and from anearby independent Christian
Church.

Our worship, arranged with the hel p of Rev. Bob Cornwall of Central
Woodward Chrigtian Churchin Troy, was one of many gatheringsacross
the United Statesand Australiaand Canadaand Kenyaand other places
around theworld for thisbicentennia observance.

Our hearts soared with thewarm words of wel come, uplifting music, and
leadership from participating congregations. Contributingjoyoudy were
The Singing Preachers, whichincludetwo of our Detroit Disciples
pastors—Rev. Eugene Jamesand Rev. RufusLewis. Inour differences, it
wasinspiring to be gathered asone at the communion table. May wehave
many more of these celebrations!

—RosadlieKarunas Wmm/m of
4
M
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It may bethat one of the most loving thingswe can do for each
other isto understand, or at |east make room for the waysthat each
of usexperienceslove. °

InChrist’'sLove
Dr. Irvin W. Green, Pastor

SERMONS and SCRIPTURES

Nov. 1st “Give Your All”
Mark 12: 28-34

Nov. 8th “No Magic Formula”
Mark 12: 38-44

Nov. 15th “TBA”

Nov. 22nd “We Remember”

Joshua 4: 19-24

Nov. 29th TBA

LECTIONARY BIBLE STUDY

Our 10am Thursday morning Bible Study group continues to
meet. We start each session with prayer and sharing news
among us. Coffee and snacks are shared as we discuss the
lectionary Bible texts. Pleasejoin uswhen you can.

\\IE




PASTOR’'S REPORT
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL -10/13/09

In preparation for our annua stewardship pledges, | will begin preaching
aseriesof stewardship sermonson October 25", These sermons, like
the 2 that precedethem, will comefrom the Gospel of Mark. The
sermonswill beentitled:

“TakeTimeto Give Time’ (10/25)

“GiveYourAll” (11/1)

“NoMagic Formula’ (11/8)
Themessageswill addressthe principal aspectsof stewardship (time,
talent, and treasure). Testimony will be addressed in all three sermons.

Sadly, the decision has been made, by the Guild House board, to
surrender the property. The conditional deed that wasgranted to Guild
House callsfor ownership to revert to the United Christian Missionary
Society. Thetransfer of the property hasrai sed many questionsfor the
UCM Sboard, aswell asthe Guild House board. The actual transfer and
subsequent disposal of the proceedswill be determined asthese
guestionsare answered.

| have been asked, by Dr. Sharon Watkins, to serveon atask team, in
order to addressthe requirements of aresolution passed at the

I ndianapolis General Assembly. Resolution 0922 isintended to providea
mechanismfor revising our current Order of Ministry. Amongthe
changeswill be providing meansfor ordination by way of demonstrating
competenciesthat are comparableto those acquired in seminary
programs. | will be serving onthetask teamthat ischarged with defining
those competencies.

We havereceived word fromthe Lilly Endowment that my sabbatical
grant application hasbeen approved. Thegrant, intheamount of
$50,000 will begivento the church to provide fundsfor my sabbatical
activitiesaswell ascovering expensesof the church. Inthecoming
months, wewill formalizethe plansfor covering the pastoral dutiesand
for severa activitiesof the congregation. Betty and | arelooking forward
to thisrespite, which will take usto destinationson four continents.

InChrist;

Dr. Irvin W. Green, Pastor

May you recognize in your life, the presence, power
and light of your soul.

May you realize that you are never alone,
That your soul in its brightness and belonging

Connects you intimately with the rhythm
of the universe.

May you have respect for your own individuality
and difference.

May you realize that the shape of your soul is unique,
That you have a special destiny here.
That behind the facade of your life

There is something beautiful, good and
eternal happening.

May you learn to see yourself with
the same delight, pride,

And expression with which God sees you
In every moment.

John O’ Donohue (1956-2008)
From Anam Cardl
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hanksgivin

Join us for our annual Thanksgiving
meal on Sunday, November 22nd
after our 10:30 worship service.

If you are able, we invite you to bring a
dish to pass. Turkey will be provided!

Cottage Meetings Leaders
“Set the Table’

To" set thetable’ for helping Memoria
Chrigtian Church anticipate the changes
- — described in our New Beginnings

Assessment Report, the Cottage

MeetingsL eadership Team metinearly
October. They gathered to shape arecommendation for the congregation,
based upon the consensusthat had emerged from their small-group
conversationsin September. Almostimmediately evident inthisdiscussion
wasthevariation from group to group in how we asacongregation
understand our mission. Commentsranged from“weno longer havea
mission” to*“our contextua relevance dependson our mission” to* our
missionisnot clear.”

Thislack of clarity coupled with consensusin several areas—moderate
passion/energy and low contextual relevance and resources—led the

L eadership Teamto add missional revisioning to the change model
recommended by the New Beginnings Assessment Report. Thereport
recommended redevel opment by the strategy of relocation. According to
thereport, “ Redevel opment recognizesthat the congregation’sministry is
not sustainable asisand must adapt to provideavita Disciplesof Christ
witnessin thecommunity. The strategy of rel ocation hasthe congregation
slingitsfacilitiesand using the assetsto relocate to an areain which the
congregation hasmoreaffinity. Thisstrategy iseffectiveinright-szinga
facility tothe congregation aswell asimproving affinity.”

Thechangemodd of “missona revisoning” calsusto urgently striveto
realizewhat God has called usto be and to do, aswe undertake aspiritual,
systemic, and strategicjourney. Missona revisoning acknowledgesthe
need for all congregationsto refocustheir mission fromtimeto timeto adapt
to thechanging missiona opportunitiesof their communities.

Doyouthink weareat theend of our journey, smply becausewe have
completed aseriesof four cottage meetings? No, | believewearecloser to
thebeginning thanto theend! Our challengeisto continuetheholy
conver sationsstar ted inthe small groupswhenever wearefaceto face
with oneanother.



Asonepossible starting point for these conversations, | recommend the
articleappearing inthe“Faith” section of the October 15issue of
ANNARBOR.COM entitled, “ New technol ogiesdraw younger members
tochurch.” * Thearticletellsthe story of acampus-areacongregation that
sold itsbuilding about ayear ago and recently reopened in what appearsto
beacommercial location, with adifferent focusand adifferent name, Grace
AnnArbor.

Can theexperienceof that congregation inform usinour journey? |
inviteyou to respond to that question and to continue our holy
conversations, asthe Official Board preparesto receivethe L eadership
team’ srecommendation thismonth. May we urgently striveto define our
mission and to clarify our vision, that wemay realizewhat God hascalled us
to be and to do!

Blessngs—RosalieKarunas, Moderator

*1f you do not receive the print edition, go to “annarbor.com newspaper” on the
Internet. On the home page, type into the search engine, the words “faith—sung
kim.” Youwill be directed to the appropriate article, only it will have adifferent
name—"“New churches planted to reach special niches, new members.”

INTERFAITH ROUND TABLE
OFWASHTENAW COUNTY

15thAnnud Interfaith Thanksgiving Celebration
Sunday evening, November 22nd, at 7 p.m.
Zen Buddhist Temple, 1214 Packard Road, AnnArbor.

Join usaswegivethankswith readings, music, meditationsand
other unique presentationsfromawidevariety of faith traditions.
Donationsaccepted for non-perishablefood or turkey money to
help thosein need in our community. 2010 Interfaith Calendarsaso
available. For moreinformation, call Rev. George Lambrides (424-
1535) or Laurie Gailunas at 662-3654.
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Christian Women Ministry

All women are invited to attend our morning
and/or evening study and fellowship groups.
The morning group meets the first Monday of
each month at 9:30am in the church. Our
evening group meets the 3rd Tuesday of the
month in the homes of various members. For
November the evening group will change or
cancel their meeting due to the Board Meeting
scheduled. Look for information on upcoming
meetings in the weekly bulletin.

—= —- 2010 Disciples Women

f Quadrennial Assembly
' ..ﬂ. WA ICE ))

Awake! Awake!
The event will be held at the Sheraton at Four Seasons Hotel and
the Koury Convention Center in beautiful, Greensboro, North
Carolina, June 23 - 27, 2010.

~registration is now open~

With over 100 workshops already scheduled and awaiting your
selection, a myriad of mission opportunities of varying activity
levels, the QA choir, a pre-event Habitat for Humanity build,
renowned Bible scholars and exciting speakers, the Quadrennial
Assembly promises to be one of the best ever!

So what are you waiting for? Spread the word to your friends and
family and start making your plans to attend. Check out more
information on the Disciple website (Disciples.org).
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GIVETOWOC

Suppliesare desperately needed, and we can help! Throughout
November we are collecting itemsto put together Clean-up
Bucketsto help peoplewho have endured hardshipsdueto
flooding or other natural disasters. Can you help? Followingisa
list of neededitems:

-One5-gallon bucket withresedablelid

-Five scouring pads

-Seven sponges, assorted sizes

-Onescrub brush

-Eighteen cleaning towels(reusable, like Easy Wipes)
-One50-78 oz. box dry laundry detergent

-One 12 oz. bottleliquid concentrate cleaner (likeLysol)
-One 25 oz. liquid disinfectant dish soap (like Dawn)
-Fifty clothespins

-Clothedline, two 50ft. or one 100ft.

-Fivedust masks

-Two pairslatex gloves(like Playtex)

-Onepair work gloves

-24-bag roll of heavy-duty trash bags (33-45gallon)
-One6-14 oz. bottle of insect repellant (dropsor lotion)

Pleasepurchaseadl liquidsin plastic bottles. Donations can be
madeto offset transporting bucketsto IN or distribution costs,
or for the purchase of materiastofill the buckets. Donationscan
bemadeto MCC withanotationthat it isfor emergency clean-
up buckets.

If you have any questions, please speak with Eve Overmars.
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MCC MESSAGES...

*IN OUR PRAYERS: Betty Baird at Heartland
Healthcare Center...Peter Schick at Glacier Hills for
rehab...Lloyd Ballard, Wanda Cavello, Judy Hiser
and Ted St. Clair with ongoing health concerns... Our
homebound members, Jeanne Neighbors and Shirley
Smith.

*THANK YOU: Thank you all MCC'ers for your
kindnesses, cards and gift on the 40th anniversary of
my ordination to ministry. And for the remembrance
and card of my other October anniversary--my 66th
birthday October 13. -Jon Lacey

.-**" Second Half "-..
Improv Group

o4 Join us November 14th, for the next W

meeting of the Second Half Improv
group here at the church at 5:30PM.
Light snacks will be available, and be
sure to wear comfortable clothes.

more info at 973-8938. o
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Please call Nancy Zavrel if you'd like y
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Sunday

M onday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thur sday

Friday

Saturday

1 All SaintsDay

Sun. School 9:15
Worship 10:30
Fellowship

E. Dist. Assembly/|

2

3

4

5

Bible Study 10am

6 World
Community Day

7

&

8

Sun. School 9:15
Worship 10:30
Fellowship

10

12

Bible Study 10am
Shalom 11:30

13

14

2nd Half

Improv Group

5:30pm

15

Sun. School 9:15
Worship 10:30
Fellowship

16

17

7:00pm
Board Meeting

18

19
Bible Study 10am

21

22Thanksgiving
Sunday
Sun. School 9:15
Worship 10:30
Fellowship
and Feast

23

24

25

26 Happy
Thanksgiving

29 Advent

Sun. School 9:15
Worship 10:30
Fellowship

30

ﬁ\\

ook who’s hawng a

hday!

Blaire Jenkins Nov 02
Jacquie Perry Nov 02
Lauren DeWolf Nov 04
Karen Neal Nov 06
Amy Nowland Nov 07
Greg Jenkins Nov 09
Renee Stevenson Nov 12
Dee Moore Nov 21
Brie Overmars Nov 25
Libby Schick Nov 26
Robin Dorr Nov 30
Kit Fuller Nov 30

CELEBRATING ANV

We/z%/m "
Bennie & Jack Walls Nov 19
Bob & Sharon Ongaro Nov 25



